
Policy Committee Minutes 
April 10, 2017 

 
The meeting began at 5:35 pm 
 
Present:  Tony Abbate, Carrie Hanshaw, Margaret Fallow, Dean Garrity, David Phillips,  
 Chad Scaling, Cory Heitsch, Maureen Altermatt 
 
Public Comments 

 Meredith McNamara, Coach of East Cougarette Club Pom team, addressed the committee, 
asking them to review Policy 2432 Athletic Program Expansion.  She asked whether a team 
that has multiple seasons in one year could move from Phase II to Phase III in two seasons 
(one year) vs. two years.  In addition, she asked the committee to consider establishing a 
“Varsity Club” status allowing students to receive varsity letters while on club teams.  She 
indicated that the Cougarette team, if this option existed, might wish to remain at Phase II 
indefinitely.  Ms. McNamara also provided some handouts to the committee. 
 

 Bridget Renehan, parent of an East Varsity Pom student reminded the committee that 
students had options to try out for the Varsity Pom team when the program changed.  She 
also indicated that numbers of interested students dictated whether or not a JV team would 
be viable in addition to a Varsity level team. 

 
Old Business 

 Website Accessibility Policy - Maureen reminded the committee that the March 13 meeting 
had been cancelled due to weather and, consequently, they had reviewed via email the most 
recent draft of the Policy as approved by OCR.  The Policy went to the Board for 
information at the March 20th meeting.   
 

 Administrative Guidelines for Policy 3121.5 Criminal Justice Information Security – 
Maureen brought the final proposed revisions to the committee who approved them.  
Guidelines do not have to be brought to the Board; they will be posted to the website.  
(Revisions to the Policy were already approved by the Board at the March 20th meeting.) 
 

 Maureen shared with the committee that state law requires the District to adopt a new 
Seclusion and Restraint Policy by July 1.  State law also mandates that the policy be modeled 
after a Policy which will be provided by the MDE.  We are awaiting that model policy and 
then will review and revise Policy 5630.01 Seclusion and Restraint.  Changes in the law 
addressed practices have already gone into place.  Sue Toth, Special Education Director, 
along with our legal counsel, have and are addressing changes with building 
administrators. 

 
New Business 

 Revision to Policy 5517.01 Bullying and Other Aggressive Behavior Toward Students – The 
committee approved added language to indicate that Restorative Practices would be the 
first consideration for remedial action.  This is consistent with guidelines in a new law 
updating student discipline.  The Policy will be presented to the Board for information at 
the April 17th meeting. 



 Request to review Policy 2432 Athletic Program Expansion – In addition to the requests 
made during public comments, Maureen shared a letter from Mrs. DaBiero, a parent of a 
student on the Cougarette team.  Mrs. DaBiero’s requests echoed those presented by Mrs. 
McNamara.  The committee had an extensive discussion about Policy 2432 and the requests 
that were made.  The committee decided not to make any changes at this time to the two 
year requirement for movement from Phase II to Phase III.  The committee believes that it is 
important to have two full years of student participation data to demonstrate sustainability 
of club sports.  However, the committee agreed that Maureen should work with Athletic 
Directors to do further research into practices of other districts with regard to Varsity Club 
sports.  This information can then be reviewed again at a future meeting. 
 

 The committee began a discussion about reporting requirements for School Resource 
Officers.  It was determined that further input from the Board was required.  This agenda 
item will be addressed further at the next meeting. 
 

 Discussion about use of photographs of students – This agenda item was put on “hold” to 
be carried over to the next meeting due to time constraints. 

 
Other 

 Principal representation for 2017-18 – The committee agreed that Karen Fisher will be added 
as East principal next year.  They also agreed that Kelly Gallagher, MMS principal, will 
share the Middle School administrator position with Brian Toth, CMS principal. 
 

 Maureen shared with the committee that, due to changes in state law regarding student 
discipline, there is a need to update Policy 5500 Code of Student Conduct, as well as the 
student handbooks, and several related policies.  These changes will be coming to the policy 
committee in the near future. 

 
Public Comments 
 

 In reference to use of the School Resource Officer and/or other officers, Mrs. Renehan 
suggested that there was a need for traffic patrol on Nine Mile and in the drop off loop at 
MMS. 
 

 Mr. Fallow, parent, asked a clarifying question about the status of the Unified Hockey team. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 6:50 pm. 
 
Future meeting dates – 5:30 pm 

April 24 
May 22  
June 12 - if needed 
 

 


